Development of person description over adolescence.
Free-written descriptions of self and various others were obtained from 190 adolescent boys and girls. Descriptions of persons became longer, more "psychological," and more organized over adolescence. Modes of construing persons were positively correlated across different stimulus persons. Selfdescriptions tended to be more person-centered than descriptions of others. However, more dispositional terms were ascribed to others than to the self. In contrast with previous research, substantial sex differences were found. Girls had more to say about persons and this was expressed more in psychological terms; girls qualified and organized descriptions more than did boys.